Symbolic Planting of a Slovak Artist into Czech Soil
April 25, 2025, Studio Alta, ICoDaCo Czech Collective

In response to the current political situation in Slovakia, where freedom of cultural expression is being
systematically curtailed, we carried out a symbolic planting of a Slovak artist into Czech soil. We perceive this
act as a gesture of solidarity and an offering of space—a transposition of identity into an environment that, for
now, allows freer artistic expression and a more open dialogue.

Political Gesture vs. Timid Lostness in the Collective: Solidarity in a Sketchbook

How can one respond to political events through artistic action without it becoming merely a gesture for the
sake of a gesture? How to prevent it from remaining confined within a circle of hesitant artists, whose inner
insecurity clouds the original intent and weakens the impact? The action we carried out opened several crucial
themes — but without clear context and shared conviction, its meaning gradually dissolved into introspective
fog.

One of the most prominent motifs was caution, perhaps even self-censorship rooted in post-communist
experience. The tendency to avoid standing out, to obscure and abstract, often leads to choosing silence over
saying “too much.” This internal restraint was reflected in the action meant as a political gesture — the symbolic
insertion of a Slovak artist into the Czech cultural space. Instead of a clear stance, it remained more an intimate
experience of a few participants. For whom was this act intended?

It was meant as solidarity with the Slovak cultural scene, which in recent months has faced restrictions and
intimidation by political power. Yet the gesture did not become a message — it did not reach beyond the
boundaries of one’s own mind. How to share a topic we know something about with those who may never have
heard of it — in a way that is beneficial for both sides? How to create artistic actions that truly resonate with a
broader audience while remaining truthful and able to work with a simple yet powerful image?



In our action, however, a representative was missing. The symbolic “object,” the person meant to embody the
issue, was at the same time too personally involved. Instead of a political signal, the impression created was of a
performative psychodrama — intimate, but unreadably shared.



Symbolické zasazeni slovenského umeélce do ¢eské pidy
25. 4. 2025, Studio Alta, ICoDaCo Czech Collective

V reakci na soucasnou politickou situaci na Slovensku, kde dochazi k systematickému omezovani svobody
kulturniho projevu, jsme uskutecnili symbolické zasazeni slovenského umélce do Ceské pady. Tento akt
vniméame jako gesto solidarity i nabidku prostoru — pfeneseni identity do prostredi, které zatim umoziuje
svobodngjsi tvorbu a oteviengjsi dialog.

Politické gesto vs. bojacna ztracenost v kolektivu: solidarita ve skicaku

Jak reagovat uméleckou akcei na politické déni, aby se nestala jen gestem pro gesto? Aby nezistala uzaviena v
kruhu vahajicich uméleu, jejichz vnitini nejistota zamlzi plivodni zamér a oslabi dopad? Akce, kterou jsme
realizovali, oteviela nékolik zasadnich témat — bez jasného kontextu a sdileného presvédceni se ale jeji vyznam
postupné rozpustil v introspektivni mlze.

Jednim z nejvyraznégjsich motivi byla opatrnost, mozna az autocenzura zakofenéna v postkomunistické
zkuSenosti. Tendence nevyc¢nivat, mlzit a abstrahovat ¢asto vede k tomu, ze radéji nefekneme nic nez ,,pfilis
mnoho®. Tato vnitini brzda se promitla i do akce, ktera méla byt politickym gestem — symbolickym zasazenim
slovenského umélce do ¢eského kulturniho prostoru. Misto jasného postoje zistalo spis u niterného prozitku
nékolika ze zGc¢asténych. Pro koho byl tento ¢in uréen?

M¢la to byt solidarita se slovenskou kulturni scénou, ktera v poslednich mésicich ¢eli restrikcim a zastraSovani
ze strany politické moci. JenZe gesto se nestalo sdélenim — nedoslo za hranici vlastni hlavy. Jak sdilet téma, o
kterém néco vime, s témi, kdo o ném tieba nikdy neslySeli — tak, aby to bylo ptinosné pro obé¢ strany? Jak na
umélecké akce, které skute¢né rezonuji s Sir§im publikem a pfitom zlstavaji pravdivé a dokézou pracovat s
jednoduchym, ale silnym obrazem?

V nasi akci ale schazel reprezentant. Symbolicky ,,objekt”, tedy osoba, ktera méla ztélesnit problém, byla
soucasné prili§ osobné zainteresovana. Misto politického signalu vznikl dojem performativniho psychodramatu
— intimniho, ale necitelné sdileného.



Zasazeni se mohlo stat silnym symbolem — nabidnuti kousku svobodné ptidy, prostoru k ristu a tvorb¢. “Jen”
symolem - nic a nikdo za dvacet minut nezakofeni. Symbol ale dava Sanci delSimu trvani. Bez naroku na
pokraCovani se i tento obraz rozplynul.

Zustava také téma naroku na prozitek. Kdo ma pravo byt nositelem tématu? Kdo miize byt mluvéim? Jak udrzet
otevieno kolektivni platforma, ne ,,jajismus“ — introspektivni soutéz o to, ¢i bolest, ¢i identita, ¢i zkuSenost je
platnéjsi? Co délat, aby se solidarita nezmeénila v ml¢eni?

Vize akce zila v naSich pfedstavach. Realita provedeni a zpracovani tuto vnitini intenzitu ale nedokazala unést.
Akce nezacina pfichodem s krumpaci a nekonci uklizenim naradi. Pokud se vytrati rimec, sdéleni a energie,
stava se z politického gesta jen udalost s rekvizitami. Silny obraz v hlavé neni zarukou silného sdéleni navenek.

Umeélecké gesto potiebuje nejen mySlenkovou hloubku, ale i zpracovani, které dokaze myslenku unést. Pokud
neni sdilené, zlstane jen jako nacrt v hlave tviircti. Pocit’uji potfebu, aby se uméni nebalo riskovat a vstoupit do
vetejného prostoru s jasnou zpravou, ¢asto zistavame v bezpeéné poloze abstraktni citlivosti. Mozna pfiSel cas
byt zas konkrétni.



